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CLASS NOTES////                          /////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Dean O’Brien, MBA ’12

YOUNG ALUMNI DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
AWARD RECIPIENT

Where in the world have you never been 
and would love to visit?  I would love to 
visit Southeast Asia. The food, culture and 
people are something I am looking forward 
to experiencing firsthand.  

Of what are you most proud?  One of my 
proudest accomplishments is organiz-
ing and leading the Drexel University 
Sacramento Alumni Group. While provid-
ing stewardship over the last four years, the Sacramento Alumni 
Group has grown from 76 alumni in 2012 to over 650 alumni in 
2015. As president of the Sacramento Alumni Group, I host regu-
lar meetings, events and sports teams including dodgeball, kickball 
and softball designed to promote alumni engagement in the area. 
During my tenure the primary focus has been increasing young 
alumni engagement and building strong community ties through 
volunteer, sporting and networking events, in addition to partner-
ing with local nonprofits and the Drexel University Alumni Office at 
the University City Campus.

What is a little known fact about you?  I am an avid cyclist. I 
bike to work every day and ride at least 100 miles per week. During 
Sacramento’s annual May is Bike Month Challenge, I led a team 
of Drexel alumni who rode a combined 2,490 miles and helped lead 
the charge, logging 1,105.1 miles individually in May 2015.

What is your personal or professional mantra?  I try to live 
by the mantra of being a man for others in all aspects of my personal 
and professional life. 

If you could say “thank you” to someone at Drexel, who 
would it be and why?  I never got a chance, but would have liked 
to have had the opportunity to thank past President Constantine 
Papadakis for bringing Drexel University to Sacramento and giving 
me a chance to have a bi-coastal post-graduate experience. I would 
also like to recognize and thank Carl Tobey Oxholm III, for being 
Drexel’s West Coast ambassador and heading up the Sacramento 
Center for Graduate Studies those first few years. I will forever be 
grateful and will always be a Dragon because of their efforts.        

Norman R. Smith, BS ’69, MBA ’71

SERVICE TO PROFESSION AWARD RECIPIENT

Where in the world have you never been and would love to 
visit?  My presidency of the American University in London enabled 
me to see the world, and there is no place I have never been, at this 
point, that remains on my bucket list. That said, my favorite venues 
will always be London and Paris. I could happily spend the rest of my 
life in London...if I could afford it.

If you could share a meal with anyone — 
dead or alive — who would it be and why?  
Thomas Jefferson.  In 1962, when hosting 
an array of Nobel Prize winners in the White 
House, John F. Kennedy declared that never 
before had the White House had a dinner for 
such an “extraordinary collection of talent and 
human knowledge...except with the possible 
exception of when Thomas Jefferson dined 
alone.” I would love to know Jefferson’s reac-
tion to the way in which the Constitution has 
been interpreted in modern times on subjects 
including bearing arms.

Who is your mentor?  There is no one person, but during my near-
decade as a dean at Harvard University, Harvard’s president at the 
time, Derek Bok, was my role model as the ideal university leader. He is 
someone I have attempted to emulate throughout my three decades as a 
college and university president.

Why did you choose Drexel?  I needed to be able to work my way 
through college. The o-op program enabled me to graduate debt free.

If you could say “thank you” to someone at Drexel, who would it 
be and why?  Chuck Pennoni, former Drexel Board of Trustees chair 
and interim president, for taking the lead in “saving” Drexel and en-
abling the greatness that Drexel has become since my graduation nearly 
50 years ago. I am also grateful for the way in which he has singularly 
kept me engaged with Drexel for decades.

Ronald W. Smith, PhD ’85

SERVICE TO COMMUNITY AWARD RECIPIENT

What is a little known fact about you?  I was a good football running 
back in high school.

How would your best friend describe you?  
Dedicated, passionate about helping others, 
and one who does what he says.

What is the most valuable lesson you’ve 
learned?  Life is short so don’t waste it.

What inspires you?  Success. Achieving 
one’s goals.

What is the toughest decision you’ve ever 
had to make?  To take time away from my 
family to get my PhD. 

–––––––––

Additional 2015 Alumni Association Award recipients include: Robert 
“Bob” Byers, BS ’65, HD ’02, former trustee emeritus, Golden Dragon 
Society Award recipient; and Eric Hahn, BS ’11, Young Alumni Entre-
preneur Award recipient. [D]
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As a student, Tony Noce ’80 was president of his senior class, of 

Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity and of the Inter-Fraternity Association. As 

an alumnus, he was one of the founders and president of the Drexel 

Inter-Fraternity Alumni Association, and served as president of the 

Pi Kappa Phi Alumni Housing Corp., where he was instrumental in 

the re-chartering of the chapter and renovation of the chapter house 

by organizing a capital campaign that raised over $500,000.

Noce and his wife Kathy ’79 have been together since 1978. 

(She asked him out to her Delta Zeta Sorority formal.)

Noce graduated from Drexel in 1980 with a BS in civil 

engineering and went on to get his law degree from Widener 

University. 

He has been a member of the Drexel University Alumni 

Association Board of Governors for FIVE years. He’ll be chair 

of the Board of Governors until June 30, 2017. 

His TWO main initiatives as chair are to create a program 

to track and recognize alumni engagement and to and support and 

strengthen Drexel’s network of recent alumni (those who graduated 

in the past 10 years). 

The Noces have FIVE children. THREE are 

Drexel graduates, ONE is a Drexel freshman, and 

ONE went to Villanova University (but we won’t hold 

that against him).

To this day, SEVEN of the Noce’s closest friends 

are Drexel alumni: Steve ’80 and Laura ’80 Markley, Steve 

’82 and Sharon ’80 White, and Karl Douglass ’80. Karl’s wife 

didn’t go to Drexel, but they let her hang out with them on 

occasion. 

NOCE by the NUMBERS

For the past FOUR years, Noce has been president of 

AMN Development, a commercial real estate development firm 

based out of North Wales, Pennsylvania.

He’s also treasurer on the board of directors of Pi Kappa Phi 

Properties Inc., which helps chapters in acquiring, operating 

and maintaining housing and currently owns 20 chapter 

houses nationwide.

Over the years, Noce has attended countless Drexel 

alumni events. This summer he and Kathy hosted their 

FOURTH New Dragon Meet-Up in their home for 

incoming Drexel students and their families. 

His last name, Noce, is mispronounced almost 100% of 

the time. By the way, it’s “NO-chāy.” [D]

Meet the brand new chair of the Alumni Association Board of Governors, Tony Noce.  As a 
student, he was engaged with Drexel in many ways and now — 40 years later — not much 
has changed. Below is the story of Noce’s Drexel life, past and present, by the numbers. 
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Noce, then (1982) and now.

44-47_Drexel_Fall_2015.indd   55 10/12/15   2:55 PM



[56]   D R E X E L  U N I V E R S I T Y

THE BACK PAGE PUZZLE

Think you’ve got all the answers?

If so, send your completed puzzle to the 
address at right to be entered into a drawing to 
win a great Drexel prize. And congratulations 
to the winner of our summer edition contest: 
Dolores ’60 and Robert ’56 Hammaker of 
Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania.

Drexel Magazine 
Office of University Communications 
3141 Chestnut Street 
Main Building, Suite 309
Philadelphia, PA 19104-2875

         ACROSS
 1 Marina sight
 6 Moviedom’s Merrill
 10 Spice
 14 Quiet
 15 On an ___ keel
 16 Big carrier at Ben Gurion
 17 Head of the Drexel Photography 

program
 19 Muggy
 20 “We’re #1!,” e.g.
 21 With 59-Across, Drexel 

Photography professor whose more 
famous work is “Treadwell”

 23 Pet store sounds
 25 Hardship’s antithesis
 28 “Miami Vice” actor
 29 Drexel Facility Manager Mike
 32 IX sextupled
 33 Artist’s paste
 34 Feature of Japan’s flag
 36 Gutsy spades bid
 38 Locations of many a 17-Across-

led student summer field trip for 
photography

 44 In liquid form
 45 Speechwriter Peggy
 47 Daskalakis Athletic Center, e.g.
 52 Bodily member
 54 Nuts
 55 Scholarship source
 56 Eye hair
 58 Cause of overtime
 59 See 21-Across
 61 Work at Drexel
 64 Radio host Don
 65 Co-developer of the Photography 

curriculum at Drexel
 70 Pep Boys purchase
 71 Galloping Gourmet Graham
 72 Measuring tool
 73 Meets, as a bet
 74 ___ serif (plain type style)
 75 “Chasing Pavements” singer

 DOWN
 1 Keep talking
 2 SEC st.
 3 Cocktail component, at 

times
 4 Good religious symbol
 5 Banks on a runway
 6 Type of hygiene
 7 Novelist Compton-

Burnett
 8 New beginning
 9 Actress Kendrick
 10 Butt in
 11 Anti-theft-system 

components, often
 12 Role types
 13 City on the Rio Grande

 18 Press into service
 22 Yuletide yummy
 23 It’s south of Eur.
 24 Spring singer
 26 “My Way” singer
 27 It’s a bad thing
 30 Ending for lobby or hobby
 31 Montreal affirmative
 35 Presently
 37 Hosp. employee, perhaps
 39 Patricia of “Ghost Story”
 40 Fine letters?
 41 Quintana ___ (Cancún’s state)
 42 Board blemish
 43 Pen name for H. H. Munro
 46 “Science Guy” Bill

 47 Allows to pass
 48 Dormer?
 49 Have legs
 50 Clamors
 51 Rainbow, for one
 53 Antares and Betelgeuse, 

e.g.
 57 Partner of him
 60 Makes a request
 62 Predecessor of the Gillette 

Mach3
 63 Gunk
 66 Hot or cold quaff
 67 Keats inspirer
 68 Daffy’s voice
 69 Previous to, in poesy

A picture is worth a 
thousand words. An 
education in both 

the artisty and industry of 
photography is worth even more. 
In this issue, we pay homage to 
Drexel’s Photography program, 
which enables confident young 
photographers to find satisfying 
careers making arresting images. 
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